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Park Authority Water Quality Improvement Grant Recipient 
 
The Fairfax County Park Authority will receive $90,000 in Virginia Water Quality Improvement 
Fund grants.  These 2007 grant awards, just recently announced, are provided by the Virginia 
Department of Conservation and Recreation and support nonpoint source water quality 
improvement projects along Virginia waterways.  It is estimated that the 37 projects announced 
statewide will result in an estimated annual nonpoint source pollution reduction of 135,130 
pounds of nitrogen, 8,580 pounds of phosphorus and 7,960 tons of sediment. 
 
Two Park Authority projects were awarded funding.  More than 20 acres of wetland will be 
restored at Huntley Meadows Park in Alexandria.  The wetlands restoration project includes 
installation of a water control device, construction of a sediment forebay, relocation and 
contouring of sediment and soils, restoration plantings, monitoring and maintenance.  By treating 
the runoff from this more than 1400-acre park and restoring the wetland, it is estimated that an 
annual reduction of 150 lbs of phosphorus will result in the Dogue Creek watershed. 
 
The second project is located at Green Spring Gardens in Alexandria. Stabilization will occur 
along 1,000 feet of degraded stream bank along Turkeycock Run, a tributary to Cameron Run. 
Eroded stream banks were identified as one of the top three problems in the County’s Cameron 
Run Watershed Plan.  Stabilization of the stream bank will employ several different techniques 
including cross vanes, J weirs and imbricated rock walls.  The project includes removal of 200 
cubic yards of material that might otherwise be washed downstream during storms.  The 
restoration will prevent erosion of bank material thus reducing sediment loads in the stream. 
 
The $90,000 grant will be matched by $410,000 in local capital improvement funding. 
 
For more information about these grants or the projects, contact Charles Smith, naturalist at 703-
324-8555. 
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